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THE ROUTE OF THE S&DR 1825: PRESTON PARK TO STOCKTON,
SELF GUIDED WALK BOOKLET:
This self-guided walk is part of a series which recreates the route of the 1825 Stockton &
Darlington Railway. This walk goes from Preston Park Museum to Stockton town centre and
while within Preston Park the route of the S&DR is exceptionally well preserved, the line
further east has been built over. Walkers have the choice of a number of ways to see this
stretch of the line and several well preserved sites and buildings.
Ordnance Survey “Explorer” Map 304 is a very useful resource for exploring the remains
of this part of the S&DR.
Ordnance Survey Grid References are used in this booklet.
This walk begins in Preston Park which surrounds Preston Hall constructed for David Burton
Fowler between 1820 and 1825 and replaced an earlier building, also called Preston Hall on the
opposite side of the Yarm Road. Preston Hall and Park are now a popular museum and public
park. At the entrance to the Park in the band of trees running parallel with Yarm Road can be found
the embankment and earthworks of the 1825 S&DR line. These earthworks are the original
remains of the 1825 trackbed and include a variety of other earthworks which might represent
sidings and borrow pits. They are preserved because the line was moved approximately 200m to
the west in 1852 and the original trackbed abandoned. It is also possible that the hedgerow here
originated with the original 1825 S&DR hedgerow that formed the railway company’s boundary.
Accounts of the grand opening of the railway line on the 27th September 1825 recalled a race
within a few miles of Stockton, between a stage coach with sixteen passengers pulled by four
horses and the ‘Locomotion No.1’, with six hundred passengers, and eighty tons of goods; while
‘the passengers by the engine had the pleasure of cheering their brother passengers by
the stage-coach, which passed alongside...’.
……………This race must have happened somewhere along Yarm Road!
Between Preston Park and Stockton town centre the line has been largely built over and so
you can travel by river, rail or walk along the banks of the River Tees to continue your
journey.
Legs, boats and trains: choices for continuing your journey through railway history
from Preston Park to Stockton Town Centre


Sail on the ‘Teesside Princess’, from Preston Park to Stockton, and continue exploring in
Stockton. The ‘Teesside Princess’ runs daytime cruises between Preston Park and Stockton
Riverside. You will disembark by the HMS Bark ‘Endeavour’, close to the site of the S&DR coal
staithes (NZ 4471 1867), see Figure 2, stop 4 below. Here, you are back on the trail of the
S&DR. Once you disembark you will need to head back towards St John’s Crossing on Bridge
Road (NZ 4468 1841) Opposite the casino is the Railway Tavern, the weigh house and the
depot manager’s house; see Plates 3 & 4 below. To check times and prices go to:
http://www.teessideprincess.co.uk/day-river-cruises.
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Take a train to Thornaby from Eaglescliffe Station (NZ 4215 1511), and then walk to Stockton
(less than ½ mile). The journey will be along the later Leeds Northern Railway of 1852, to which
S&DR traffic was transferred the year after between Eaglescliffe and Bowesfield. (You could
even take the train from Thornaby all the way back to Darlington, and beyond to Heighington
and Shildon, following the exact route between Eaglescliffe and Oak Tree junction and beyond
North Road Station, Darlington of the 1825 S&DR, which is still in use).
If you walk to the station, you will be walking at least part of the way along a section of the
original route, which ran parallel with the main road outside Preston Park, now called Yarm
Road. The walk from Preston Park to Eaglescliffe Station should take less than 10 minutes.
There are usually two trains an hour to Thornaby, and a single fare is less than £3.
Alternatively, there are also trains, about every half-hour to Darlington, and at least every two
hours onward to Heighington and Shildon. The fare is between £4 and £6. It is advisable to
check the timetables online before embarking on the train options. To check times and prices go
to https://www.thetrainline.com/. To catch a train to Stockton station…..
Leave Preston Park; you can walk along the earthwork remains of the S&DR, which are parallel
with the boundary hedge and Yarm Road.
Exit on to Yarm Road via a small gateway at the south end of the Park.
Turn left along the main Yarm Road. The railway line ran along parallel to this road on your left.
Remains are not immediately obvious, but look carefully, because some of the gardens of the
older houses probably hide lengths of the buried cutting.
To your left is Quarry Road, on the 1839 tithe map this was shown as a track to a local quarry.
Continue along Yarm Road looking out for the sign to Eaglescliffe Station, on the right near the
traffic lights.
Turn right down Station Road and at the end of the road you will see the Station. Use the
footbridge to get to the island platform and catch the train to Thornaby.
When you arrive at Thornaby Station, turn right on to Mandale Road which leads to Victoria
Bridge (built between 1882 and 1887, replacing an old masonry arch bridge built in 1769). As
you cross Victoria Bridge look to your left, upstream, where the busy A66 crosses the river (NZ
4467 1789). This is the site of the Tees Suspension Bridge which opened in December 1830
and was designed to allow the railway to cross the Tees. It was proclaimed as the World’s First
Railway Suspension Bridge. It was later replaced by another, designed by Robert Stephenson
and, in turn, altered in 1882 and 1906. In 2009, when this railway bridge was replaced, the
foundations of the original suspension bridge were uncovered.
You will start your walk in Stockton where Boathouse Lane meets Bridge Road, on the left, just
after a large block of flats, used as student accommodation (NZ 4474 1836).

2

THE ROUTE OF THE S&DR 1825:
PRESTON PARK TO STOCKTON.

Plate 1: The Tees Suspension Bridge in 1830 by William Miller



Walk the Teesdale Way to Stockton. Between Preston Park (NZ 42950 15798) and Stockton
it is no longer possible to walk along the actual route of the S&DR, because it has been built
over. In Stockton, a dual carriageway, called the ‘1825 Way’ follows the line. Sadly, even this
has no pavement, and so is not a safe route for pedestrians. However, it is a pleasant walk from
Preston Park by the riverside to Stockton along the Teesdale Way, which runs along the bank of
the River Tees. When you reach Stockton you can continue exploring the history of the S&DR.
Turn left out of Preston Park, as above, and look out for the green sign on your left for the
‘Teesdale Way’ footpath on Quarry Road.
Quarry Road, on your left, was shown as a track to a local quarry on maps dating to 1839 and
there are hints from the earliest maps of the proposed line that sidings may have been provided
from the quarry to the railway. The quarry provided whinstone which is a very strong dark
coloured rock often used for road chippings. There was also a brick making yard in this area
and this must have been used to construct Preston Hall.
Follow the signs for Teesdale Way down Quarry Road; continue down through the woods
(Plantation Forest) to the River Tees. Continue along the river bank passing the boarding point
for the Teesside Princess which goes down river to Stockton. The footpath continues into the
wood with Preston Hall up the bank on the left after which the footpath climbs up to meet a
tarmac footpath / cycle path.
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Figure 1. Walking route from Preston Park to Stockton via the riverside

Turn right and at the end right again continuing along the path then down keeping close to the
river bank and under a new road bridge. Along the river bank are numerous fishing platforms
for regular angling competitions. After walking behind a row of houses you arrive at Bowesfield
Nature Reserve which on occasions can be very noisy with all of the birds and waterfowl –
mostly ducks and geese. Further on, the path goes under the new Surtees Bridge which takes
the A66 over the River Tees and the old and new railway bridges. Somewhere near this point
was the original suspension bridge which carried the S&DR over the River Tees to Port
Darlington (Middlesbrough) see page 2 and plate 1. When the path leaves the Tees it cuts
through a former industrial area and heads down Boathouse Lane.
Turn left after the railway bridges along a narrow road passing between some industrial works
then bear right into Boathouse Lane to the end at Bridge Road. The storage yard on the left
(now fenced off) was the coal and limestone depot from 1825.
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Figure 2. Riverside approach to S&DR buildings on Bridge Street, Stockton

(1)

The Coal and Lime Depot

Remains of the bunkers where the coal and limestone were stored can still be seen, (NZ
4457 1809) as scars on the other side of the stone wall. This suggests that this wall is original
to 1825. Arched depots were also located on the other side of the yard beside the railway line
(Brewster 1829). The depot can be seen on John Wood’s map of 1826 (see fig 3).
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Plate 2: Scarring on the stone wall at the right and left of this photo marks the separating walls of the coal and
limestone storage bays or bunkers (photo: Barry Thompson) This area is used as a storage area and is not
currently accessible

Walk around the corner to face the buildings on Bridge Road – (you might get a better view
from the opposite side of the road). These buildings are now owned by a charity providing
shelter for homeless men.

(2)

S&DR Buildings at St. John’s Crossing, Stockton.

And so history was made….
It was here that the first sod was cut for the building of the railway, by George Stephenson in 1821.
It is also where the first rail was ceremonially laid by Thomas Meynell Esq., who lived at the
Friarage in Yarm. He was Chairman of the S&DR Company (McLaurin 2006, 4-8). While this was
being carried out, a cannon was fired in celebration in a neighbouring field and the Yarm band
struck up the National Anthem, ‘God Save the King’ (Heavisides 1912, 37). Plates 3 and 4
(overleaf) show the 1825 buildings still to be seen at St. John’s Crossing while on the following
page figure 3 shows Wood’s 19th century map compared with today’s Ordnance Survey Map.
Taking you further: St John’s Well
This group of buildings has another historic association. St. John’s Well provided one of the best
sources of water to the inhabitants of Stockton before the railway was located here; possibly in
front of the Railway Tavern extension (see below). It has since disappeared under various road
widening schemes. The area is still known as St John’s Crossing.
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Plates 3 & 4: Central Stockton: The Bridge Street S&DR buildings at St. John’s Crossing
The Coal and Limestone
Depot Agent’s (Manager’s)
House.
The S&DR was built to transport
coal from Co. Durham to be
shipped from Stockton.
The house has been rebuilt and
may originally have been
separate from the tavern with a
small lane between the two.

The S&DR’s

Railway Tavern
extension

Railway Tavern
It cost £480 to build the tavern
in 1825, and was the first
railway tavern in the World.
It sold small beer and ale only.
This was where tickets could
be bought, and passengers
could wait for trains.

After the tavern closed in
1869, these buildings
were used as housing for
railway workers.

THE WEIGH HOUSE.
THIS IS LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN BUILT IN
1825.
Note the oblique windows allowing
views, in both directions, along the
former railway line. This bay may
have been added later.
An enclosed staircase is accessed by
the green door.
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Wood’s Map of 1826 compared with the present-day aerial photograph.

Figure 3. Extract from John Wood’s map of Stockton dating to 1826

2008 Aerial photograph extract from Google Earth.
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Taking you further: the buildings at St John’s Crossing….
The central building with double doors was the S&DR’s Railway Tavern.
The S&D Railway Sub-Committee, which met on the 23 June 1826, decided to spend £480
on building an inn here, as one of three taverns in total; the others at North Road in
Darlington and at Heighington are still operating as pubs. The tavern received its licence
and started trading in October 1826, when it was let to Francis Peacock. It sold small beer
and ale, which was the acceptable and necessary face of alcohol, but no spirits! The S&DR
was a company owned by Quakers, who frowned upon the ‘demon drink’.
The tavern functioned as a ticket office and waiting room – long before special facilities were
even thought of. The low building to the right was an extension to the inn. The tavern closed
in 1867, and was then used as railway housing. Presumably it was not getting enough
business because the line had been extended from a point known as Bowesfield Junction, 1
km. south of the original Stockton terminus, as early as 1830, to the newly constructed Port
Darlington, which we now know as Middlesbrough. This left this short section of original line
to Stockton as effectively a branch line.
The building on the left was the coal and limestone depot agent’s (manager’s) house.
Although the house was not shown on Wood’s 1826 map, the coal depot was. Sidings
leading from the main line, and another building on the other side of the main line, have
been lost. An L-shaped building is also shown on Wood’s map, but this has also been lost.
There is a later painted advert on the gable end of the agent’s house. You can also see a
small square of missing red brick at the top of ground floor level. This was where an S&DR
plaque numbered ‘D6’ was once located. The S&DR started making these distinctive
ceramic black and white plaques in 1857 and placed them on any group of S&DR properties
which included residential buildings. The house has been rebuilt and may originally have
been separate from the tavern with a small lane between the two.
The building on the far right was the Weigh House
This faces the dual carriageway (1825 Way). It might be the earliest surviving building on the
site. Plans for this building were produced by John Carter (the S&DR’s part time Inspector of
Masonry) and approved on 19 August 1825. It appears on Wood’s map of 1826. Carter took,
as his inspiration, a toll house style of building. S&DR Company minutes often referred to the
weigh houses as Toll-Bar Houses (McLaurin 2009, 12). Note the oblique windows – these
were so that the S&DR staff could see along the railway line in both directions (on the route
of the 1825 Way). Coal and mineral traffic was required to pay a toll based on the weight
carried. This was set out in the Acts of Parliament authorising the line in 1821 and 1823.
Associated with the weigh house were an office and a dwelling house. The wording on the
commemorative plaque on the wall is open to question – this building was not built as a
passenger ticket office, but tickets could be purchased to transport goods by rail.
From the 10th October 1825, it is likely that the first passengers were met at the quayside
(where the S&DR had offices) and travelled on the horse drawn coach, ‘Experiment’ or the
9

THE ROUTE OF THE S&DR 1825:
PRESTON PARK TO STOCKTON.

more comfortable coach ‘Express’ to Darlington, at least until the weigh house and Railway
Tavern were completed six months later (McLaurin 2006, 13).
Once the coal depot had been built, the first railway timetables stated that the company’s
coach ‘Experiment’ would leave from the depot (McLaurin 2006, 37). Fares cost a penny a
mile.
The location of the tavern next door suggests that, by 1826, passengers may have waited
here for their coach and may also have bought their tickets here. Records show that the
coach ‘Black Lion’ left from the Railway Tavern after October 1826. It seems logical that
passenger tickets could be purchased from the tavern, the coal depot or the weigh house. It
is likely that the weigh house was eventually used as a passenger ticket office. Stockton’s
oldest resident in 1908, Frank Hunter, born 1820, recollected buying tickets for Darlington
there (Heavisides 1912, 84).
Between 1833 and 1845, a substantial new passenger station was operating on Bridge
Road (now demolished) and after this the weigh house was probably no longer involved in
providing passenger facilities (McLaurin 2006, 15). It later became rented accommodation
for tenants of the railway company
The weighing machine that must have been fitted into the track in order to weigh the
waggons, was provided by John Hutchinson of Sheffield, for £68. It may not have been
ready to operate until July 1826 (McLaurin 2006, 11-12). The first person to manage the
weigh house and coal depot was Percival Tully. His first office was on the quayside, but he
was moved here when the building was complete in 1826. The whole site became known
locally as ‘Tully’s’, even after Tully had moved to Darlington (Jane Hackworth Young- pers
comm.).

Plate 5: An undated historic view of the former weigh house, complete with rail tracks and
level crossing (photo: John Proud)
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The weigh house was no longer required after 1830 because the weighing machine was
moved so that operations could include trains on the new extension to Middlesbrough. The
circular feature above the door on this elevation marks where there was once a clock.
There is a small building that links the weigh house to the tavern extension – this was
originally an open staircase which was later enclosed.
Before leaving the site, do look at the modern artwork commemorating the S&DR line on the
opposite side of the dual carriageway (NZ 4470 1838). This is best seen at night when it is
illuminated. The stone wall below it is a S&DR boundary wall.
The dual carriageway, built in 2003, follows the route of the 1825 railway line and has been
named ‘1825 Way’.

Use the pedestrian crossing to cross the dual carriageway, and cut across the car
park in front of Mecca Bingo and the Casino. The S&DR line went across this car
park, but has been destroyed.

(3)
Ship building yard
Head towards the riverside, where a path on the line of the S&DR will take you past the
replica ship the HMS Bark ‘Endeavour’. Before you reach the ‘Endeavour’, you might see
vertical timbers near the water’s edge, when you first approach the path from the car park.
These are from a shipbuilding yard which was in existence before 1826 (it is shown on
Wood’s map of that date) and so would have been active when the railway was constructed.

(4)

S&DR Coal Staithes

Sadly, there is nothing left to see of the coal staithes at Stockton built by the S&DR to export
coal brought in by the railway. However, if you keep looking on the lower level of the quay
(well beyond the Endeavour), you will see a set of overgrown rails set into the ground. These
were placed here to commemorate the site of the last coal staithe. The first coal staithe was
complete by 24th January 1826 when coals from Old Etherley Colliery were loaded on to the
collier brig Adamant, and was located further south nearer the ‘Endeavour’. The second
staithe was complete by March the same year (Proud 1998, 20). The railway track later
continued for some considerable distance along the riverbank, all the way to what was
known as Braithwaite Wharf and Wilkinson’s Wharf. This is now known as Thistle Green and
is where the police station, library and municipal buildings are now. The tracks remained in
place on Ordnance Survey maps as late as the 1961 editions, prior to replacement by the
dual carriageway A1035.
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Taking you further: The Quayside in the Early 19th Century.
Once you pass the HMS Bark ‘Endeavour’, on the opposite side of the track you will see
older red brick properties which, although much altered, appear to be 18th century.
These might be the Cottage Row, shown on Wood’s 1826 map (see fig 3). This landscape
has been hugely altered. John Wood’s map gives us an insight into how this area looked
when the railway was first constructed in 1825.
The opposite side of the river was then a racecourse, and so would have been
predominantly grass. Stockton itself was a small town with a medieval street pattern of
narrow lanes and small red brick buildings with red pantiled roofs.
A number of quays were dotted along the riverbank where ships were berthed ready to load
their wares. You will walk past a four storey red brick building with central loading doors on
each floor. This was a warehouse fitted out for loading goods for import and export from the
quayside.
Some terraced housing had started to be constructed on the west side of Stockton by 1826.
A humble barn had been built on the site of the town’s castle! The castle was demolished in
the 1650s, by order of Oliver Cromwell. However, remains of it might survive below the car
park and shops. Only the street names of Tower Street and Moat Street remain as clues to
its former glory!

Plate 6: Left: The remains of a shipbuilding yard which existed by 1826, and right, a converted
warehouse which may also have predated the railway.
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Every picture tells a story…..

Plate 7: A view, along the River Tees, towards the town in the 1830s. Stockton’s history shown in a
painting. In the foreground there are sailing ships being unloaded with a crane. Note the timbers along
the quay wall, which can still be seen today. On the far left are the railway tracks, with a horse-drawn
carriage on them. On the right, the race-course on the Yorkshire bank of the river is a throng of
people watching horses race. This painting is by Thomas Allom, and was first published in Thomas
Rose's ‘Westmorland, Cumberland, Durham, and Northumberland illustrated’, 3 vols. (London, Paris,
1832-35)

Continue to walk along the riverbank – you will notice some modern artwork on the
railings representing the engine Locomotion No. 1 erected in 2006.
Continue until you get to the second bridge crossing the dual carriageway – this has the
Roman numerals MCMXCV written on it, representing the date it was built – 1995 (the
bridge has shallow steps rather than a ramp, so manageable with a buggy, but not a
wheelchair).
Cross over the bridge and join Calvert’s Lane to the left. Head to the left of the ‘Wasp’s
Nest Public House’. You are now heading towards the High Street, but this route takes
you a more picturesque way down the Green Dragon Yard, past the Georgian Theatre,
between attractive 18th century red brick buildings with red pantile roofs. These
buildings, like most buildings in the country, were made of local materials. The railway
was to change this by enabling construction materials to be brought from all over the
country. This was to be the beginning of the end of vernacular building traditions, as
roofing slate was brought from Wales and standardised designs for buildings could be
sent across the country and copied throughout the land.
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The Stockton and Darlington Railway Commemorated.

Plate 8. Modern artwork adorns the railings commemorating “Locomotion”

Plate 9: Left: two rail tracks mark the location of the last coal staithe,
where wagons loaded coal to ships heading for London.

Plate 10.
Green Dragon
Yard in
Stockton
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(5)

Stockton Town Hall

When you join the High Street you will see the tourist information centre opposite (called
Rediscover Stockton) and to your left in the middle of the Market Place is the Town Hall.
Look out for the magical Stockton Flyer that appears on the plinth in the High Street at 1pm
each day.
Taking you further: Stockton Town Hall
The town hall was built in 1735 and extended twice in the 18th century. This is where the
proprietors and friends behind the Stockton & Darlington Railway gathered, after the first
sod was cut for the railway, in 1822, and again after the cavalcade at 5:00 pm on the 27th
September 1825.
Newspaper reports of the time recorded that 102 gentlemen attended (ladies were present
too!). The workers however made good use of the local inns all night! The evening started
with a toast to the King and the singing of the national anthem accompanied by a band in
the adjacent room. The next toast was to the ‘royal family’ and then a rendition of the ‘Hall,
Star of Brunswick’ by the band. A series of toasts followed to the Stockton & Darlington
Railway (with the tune ‘the Railway’) and many more toasts to members of the royal family,
the armed services, the Ladies, the county and to the Plough, the Loom and the Bull and
‘may the railway contribute towards their prosperity’. George Stephenson, the company’s
surveyor and chief engineer received many toasts and plaudits, but had left the room before
the proceedings reached him. The dinner and wine were reported to have been excellent
and dessert consisted of many fruits in season.
The company remained until 11 o’clock and the day was judged to have been a great
success in winning people over towards the idea of the railway – which was, after all, the
purpose of the day.

Plate 11. Stockton Town Hall
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This is the end of your journey through railway history.
You can return to Preston Park (Eaglescliffe), Darlington, Shildon or Heighington
by train from Thornaby, to the south of Stockton.

This guided walk leaflet was compiled using the following sources of information:














John Wood’s map of 1826
The tithe map of 1839
Historic images from Pictures in Print available from
http://valentine.dur.ac.uk/pip/index.html
Jeans, J.S 1875
Jubilee Memorial to the Railway System – A History of the
Stockton & Darlington Railway and a Record of its Results
Barry Thompson, Friends of the S&DR
Jane Hackworth-Young, Friends of the S&DR and Friends of the NRM
M. Heavisides 1912 The History of the First Public Railway
Susan McLaurin 2006 ‘Stockton Railway History – Part One. St. John’s Crossing,
Bridge Road’ in Stockton on Tees Local History Group Journal
Caroline Hardie, Archaeo-Environment, original text
Niall Hammond
Route guidance from Preston Park to Stockton by Peter Bainbridge, Friends of the
S&DR
Yvonne Ramage, Friends of the S&DR, editor
Professor Alan Townsend, Friends of the 1825 S&DR, proof reader

This self - guided walk booklet was produced to
celebrate 190 years of the Stockton & Darlington
Railway and was funded through the ‘Sharing
Heritage’ fund of the Heritage Lottery Fund
Friends of the Stockton & Darlington
Railway. WWW.SDR1825.co.uk

16

